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here today. They shuttle inner-city workers
to suburban jobs.

Now, this is usually not a practical solution
for small towns and rural areas, but it can
work very well in inner-city areas where the
jobs are close together in the suburbs or
where there’s a big suburban employment
center where you can take 20, 30, 50 people
from a given inner-city neighborhood to one
site of employment. But this is also very, very
important.

I mean, consider the irony of this: We have
employers all over the country suffering labor
shortages. You have people like Michael who
are going to community college and working
and supporting two children by himself—
doing everything they can do. Such people
should not be held back by the absence of
transportation or punished if they have the
initiative and enterprise to buy a car, espe-
cially if, like him, they help to repair it in
the first place. [Laughter] That’s a great
story.

So, this is the smart thing to do. It’s the
right thing to do. If you want to keep the
economy going without inflation, you’ve got
to continue to train people to go into jobs
that are already there. Then they become not
only employees paying taxes, but they be-
come consumers, and they add to the stock
of our national wealth.

Now, despite all these obstacles, millions
of Americans who don’t have cars still make
it to work. They get up at dawn; they travel
2 hours on three different buses to suburban
jobs that pay 7 bucks an hour. They come
home the same way, and somehow they still
manage to get their kids to and from school
and do the grocery shopping. They do it all
without a car. They are, in so many ways,
the real heroes of this country.

We normally think of heroism as some-
thing done in a moment of immediate dan-
ger. But it may take more courage to get up
every day against all the obstacles and live
your life and raise your kids and do what
you’re supposed to do and walk away from
whatever illegal options are out there for you
and just keep banging away at it. The people
who do this not only deserve our admiration;
they deserve our support. And we ought to
work for a day in America when that sort

of heroism is not required to go to work and
take care of your kids.

If we can do these specific things, we’ve
talked about today, hundreds of thousands
of people like Michael will be able to sleep
better at night knowing they’ve done their
work, taken care of their children, and their
country wants them to be rewarded for it.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:08 p.m. in Presi-
dential Hall in the Dwight D. Eisenhower Execu-
tive Office Building. In his remarks, he referred
to Michael Alexander, a participant in his local
social service’s program to help welfare recipients
purchase a car, who introduced the President.

Videotaped Remarks on Rock the
Vote’s 10th Anniversary
February 23, 2000

I am honored to be a part of Rock the
Vote’s 10th anniversary celebration. And it
is with great pride and appreciation that I
accept this year’s Rock the Vote award.
Thank you.

From our first days as a nation, the right
to vote meant the right to participate and
to be heard, although it’s often taken for
granted. We must not forget that generations
of Americans before us had to fight to gain
that right. When blacks and women won the
right to vote, when we outlawed the poll tax
and literacy tests in the South, when the vot-
ing age was lowered to 18, and when we
finally recognized the voting rights of the
disabled, more Americans gained the oppor-
tunity to realize what Lyndon Johnson once
told us: ‘‘Voting is the first duty of
democracy.’’

That’s why Rock the Vote was founded and
why you’re all here today, to help more young
Americans fulfill that right and to recognize
the power and the impact of their votes. Your
dedication to protecting freedom of speech,
educating people about the issues that affect
them, and motivating them to register and
vote has helped countless young people
across our country.

With your help, we’ve transformed voices
into action. Year after year, starting with the
motor voter bill, which you first championed,
you’ve worked with our administration to
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make sure that young people get involved
and stay involved and to remind them that
voting is not only a right, it is a solemn, pro-
found responsibility. Now, we approach the
first election of the 21st century, and it is
more important than ever that young people
get out and vote.

I congratulate all tonight’s award recipi-
ents. And I thank Rock the Vote for all you
have done in these 10 years. Thank you for
the work you do every day, still, to help young
people build the more perfect Union of our
Founders’ dreams.

This is the most hopeful moment in the
history of America in terms of our ability to
shape the future. It will only be done in a
right and helpful way if the young people
of America seize their opportunity to have
their voices be heard. You can take a lot of
pride in your contribution to that great
moment.

Good night, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President remarks were recorded at
approximately 5:50 p.m. on February 10 in the
Cabinet Room at the White House for a later
broadcast. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Remarks at a State Dinner Honoring
King Juan Carlos I of Spain
February 23, 2000

Ladies and gentlemen, I welcome His
Majesty King Juan Carlos and Majesty
Queen Sofia; members of the Spanish dele-
gation; to all the rest of you. It is a great
honor in this house of the American people
to welcome a King and Queen who are truly
of their people.

Your Majesties, on behalf of all Americans,
let me begin by expressing my condolences
to the families of the two victims of yester-
day’s car bombing in northern Spain. We
stand with Spain in condemning this cow-
ardly act and call on those responsible to re-
nounce the violence and terrorism which
have taken too many innocent lives in recent
years. In a democracy, we must settle our
differences through dialog, not destruction.

One of the greatest pleasures of the last
7 years has been the opportunity that Hillary
and I have had on many occasions to be with

King Juan Carlos and Queen Sofia. Five
years ago, I welcomed them to the White
House on the occasion of their son’s gradua-
tion from my alma mater, the Georgetown
University School of Foreign Service. On that
day, the King and Queen also received hon-
orary doctorates.

The King joked that day that the reason
the university had given him the degree was
that if his son started bragging about his mas-
ters, he could always say, ‘‘Yes, but I am a
doctor.’’ [Laughter]

Two years later, the King and Queen
hosted Hillary, Chelsea, and me just a few
weeks after Chelsea graduated from high
school. For me, it was the fulfillment of a
long dream. When I was a young graduate
student, more than 30 years ago, I first went
to Spain in the spring of 1969. I went to Gra-
nada to visit the Alhambra. I never got over
it, and I promised myself that one day, some-
how, I would return. Well, thanks to the King
and Queen, I was once again able to see the
Sun set over the plains of Granada, in a style
slightly better than that which I enjoyed as
a graduate student. [Laughter]

It is a special honor for us to have the
King and the Queen here today on the anni-
versary of the day in which the courage of
the King literally saved democracy for Spain.

Our friendship is just the latest chapter in
a long history of friendship between our two
nations. Five centuries ago, the vision of
Queen Isabella guided sailors across vast
oceans to discover a new world. The Spanish
of that day left their language, their religion,
and much of their culture on these shores.
The State in which I was born once was part
of the Spanish Empire. And I suppose, Your
Majesties, I am, in a sense, one of your sub-
jects. [Laughter]

Today, five centuries later, Christopher
Columbus is the only foreign citizen America
honors with a national holiday. For some
time now, Spanish has been our second most
spoken language, and all across America,
Spanish-speaking men and women, many of
whom are here tonight, enrich our Nation
and our lives. Today, five centuries after
Spain helped to lead the world through the
age of exploration, it is the vision of a direct
descendant of Queen Isabella, His Majesty
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